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(54) Title: ENCAPSULATION OF ACTIVE INGREDIENTS 
(57) Abstract 

Microspheres having a particle size of 50 nm to 1 nm and a polydispersity of less than 40 %, consisting of a chemically cross-linked 
starch shell containing an active ingredient, are obtained by preparing an oil-in- water emulsion of the active ingredient in a hydrophobic 
phase and starch era dispersion of a solid active ingredient and starch in water, incorporating the oil-in-water emulsion or solid dispersion 
in an outer hydrophobic phase, particles of the oil-in- water emulsion or solid dispersion being formed in the outer hydrophobic phase, 
cross-linking the starch or derivative thereof and removing the outer hydrophobic phase if desired. 
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(54) Absorbing material based on starch having improved absorbent properties and process for 
the prepairation thereof 

(57) A biodegradable, highly water-absorbing poly- 
mer based on starch or derivatives thereof is described, 
wherein the starch has not been chemically modified or 
only to a degree of substitution below 0.2, and has a 
water-absorbing power of at least 10 times its own 
weight, half of the water absorption being attained 
within 3 minutes. 

A process for producing such a water-absorbing 
polymer is also described, the process comprising mod- 
ifying and treating the starch in a co-continuous water- 
oil or oil- water system in such a way that an open, 
slightly crosslinked structure is fixated. 
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201.15 Right of Priority, Overcoming a Reference 

The onfy times during ex parte prosecution that the examiner considers the merits of an 
applicant's claim of priority is when a reference is found with an effective date between 
the date of the foreign filing and the date of filing in the United States and when an 
interference situation is under consideration. If at the tin^ of making an action the 
examiner has found such an intervening reference, he or she sinply rejects whatever 
claims may be considered unpatentable thereover, without paying any attention to the 
priority date (assuming the papers have not yet been filed). The applicant in his or her 
reply may argue the rejection if it is of such a nature that it can be argued, or present the 
foreign papers for the purpose of overcoming the date of the reference. If the applicant 
argues the reference, the examiner, in the next action in the application, may specifically 
require the foreign papers to be filed in addition to repeating the rejection if it is still 
considered applicable, or he or she may merely continue the rejection 

Form paragraph 2.19 may be used in this instance. 

II 2.19 Overcome Rejection by Translation 

Applicant cannot rely upon the foreign priority papei's to overcome this rejection because 
a translation of said papers has not been made of record in accordance with 37 CFR 
1.55. See MPEP §201.15. 

Examiner Note 

This paragi-aph should follow a rejection based on an intei-vening reference. 

In those cases where the applicant files the foreign papers for the purpose of overcoming 
the effective date of a reference, a translation is required if the foreign papers are not in 
the English language. When the examiner requires the filing of the papers, the translation 
should also be required at the same time. TWs triansktionlnust be-filed tog 
statement ftat the translatiohof &e cerffi copy is accurate; When the necessary papers 
are filed to overcome the date of the reference, the examiner's action, if he or she 
determines that the applicant is not entitled to the priority date, is to repeat the rejection 
on the reference, stating the reasons why the applicant is not considered entitled to the 
date. If it is determined that the applicant is entitled to the date, the rejection is 
withdrawn in view of the priority date. 

If the priority papers are already in the file when the examiner finds a reference with the 
intervening effective date, the examiner will study the papers, if they are in the English 
language, to determine if the applicant is entitled to their date. If the applicant is found to 
be entitled to the date, the reference is simply not used but may be cited to applicant on 
form PTO-892. If the applicant is found not entitled to the date, the unpatentable claims 
are rejected on the reference with an explanation. If the papers are not in the English 
language and there is no translation, the examiner may reject the unpatentable claims and 
at the same time require an English translation for the purpose of determining the 



